
Paimio Sanatorium, Alvar and Aino Aalto’s international breakthrough design, 
is one of the most renowned buildings in Finland. Completed in 1933, it is  
a masterpiece of humane modernism and a true Gesamtkunstwerk. Designed 
as a tuberculosis sanatorium and later serving as a general hospital, Paimio 
Sanatorium has now entered a new era guided by the same philosophy of  
well-being that defined its beginning.

Experience the Aaltos’ international breakthrough, 
where history, architecture and human-centred  
design merge with nature. 

14 PAIMIO  
SANATORIUM

3  2  

4   

Surrounded by a vast forest of tall pine trees, the iconic site 
invites visitors to unwind in its tranquil atmosphere. Take 
a guided tour to explore the corridors, sense the light and 
colours of the Sanatorium, and discover its many stories. 
With nature trails and peaceful surroundings, Paimio 
Sanatorium offers the perfect retreat to restore the senses. 
Complete the experience with an overnight stay.

SINGLE ATTRACTION 

Distance from Helsinki� 1,5 hrs

Highlights� Guided tours, accommodation, 
	 exhibitions and restaurant

Availability� All year round

Travel Agency� Paimio Sanatorium

Website�  www.paimiosanatorium.com

Contact� sales@paimiosanatorium.com
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The Cultural and Administrative Center of Rovaniemi consists of a square and three 
important buildings: the City Hall, the Municipal Library, and the Lappia Hall. These are  
an essential part of Elissa and Alvar Aalto’s legacy in Lapland. During the tour, we will focus 
on the square and the Municipal Library, exploring its fan-shaped design, the importance 
of light, and the style and functionality of Artek furniture. What kind of feelings do these 
buildings evoke in you? The guided tour will end at the Lappia Hall, which features  
a small Aalto exhibition and a gift shop offering many Aalto-themed souvenirs.

During the tour, you will gain interesting insights into Aalto’s architecture and  
the history of Rovaniemi.

1  Lappia Hall and Reindeer antler street 
plan of Rovaniemi  2  The light design is an 
important element of the library  3  Lappia 
Hall  4  Main hall of Rovaniemi library

Tour in brief: Guided tour at Aalto Library, Theater and City Hall  

in Rovaniemi 

4  

SINGLE ATTRACTION | Duration� 1 hour

Distance from Helsinki� 10 hrs

Highlights� Rovaniemi library & theater

Includes� Guided tour at Aalto buildings in Rovaniemi

Optional� Private guided tour, extended guided tour and city walk

Frank of Lapland Culture Tours is available as a tour   
leader for Aalto themed travels throughout Finland

Travel Agency� Lapland Culture Tours

Availability 	 All year, but not between 7.4. and 15.5.

Website 	 www.laplandculturetours.com

Contact� info@laplandculturetours.com

Experience Aalto’s architecture and design in Rovaniemi.

15 AALTO IN  
ROVANIEMI
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AALTO HOUSE AND STUDIO16
1   

3   

4   

2   

1–4  Studio Aalto (1955, 1962–63), Helsinki  
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Discover the history and architecture of Alvar Aalto’s unique home and studio in Helsinki’s 
Munkkiniemi district. The Aalto House (1936) offers a glimpse into the intimate home of the Aaltos, 
while the Aalto Studio (1955–1963) opens a window into the professional world of the Aaltos. Each 
guided tour lasts approximately one hour. You can also explore the House of Culture and other 
Aalto sites in central Helsinki with the knowledgeable guides of the Alvar Aalto Foundation.

SINGLE ATTRACTION | Duration� Starting from 1 hour

Distance from Helsinki� 30 minutes

Highlights� Aalto House, Studio Aalto, House of Culture

Includes� Guided tour 

Optional 	 Private guided tour

Availability� All year round

Travel Agency � Alvar Aalto Foundation

Website� www.alvaraalto.fi/en

Contact� hello@alvaraalto.fi

Tour in brief: Guided tours at the Aalto House, Aalto Studio, 
House of Culture and central Helsinki.

The Aalto House (1936) and Studio Aalto 
(1955-63) offer a compelling glimpse 
into the evolution of Finnish modernist 
architecture, told through the lives and 
work of Alvar, Aino, and Elissa Aalto. 

16 AALTO HOUSE AND  
STUDIO AALTO 1  The Aalto House, main entrance 1935–36, Helsinki  

2  House of Culture (1952–58), exterior, Helsinki   
3  Kanavaranta 1, Helsinki   
4  The Aalto House (1935–36) living room, Helsinki 
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Experience the fusion of music and architecture 
at Villa Kokkonen, a unique private home tailored 
for composer Joonas Kokkonen. 

1 & 2  Villa Kokkonen’s music room   
3  Villa Kokkonen’s back yard   
4   Villa Kokkonen’s living room

3  

4  

2  

Tour in brief: On our guided tours, you will learn 
how Villa Kokkonen sprang from the friendship of 
Alvar Aalto and Joonas Kokkonen, Finland’s most 
pre-eminent composer after Jean Sibelius. You will 
experience the house’s extraordinary architectural 
features, in addition to its sauna and back garden.

SINGLE ATTRACTION | Duration� 1 hour

Location� 45 minutes / 40 km

Highlights� Music room, thoughtful architectural details, view to Lake Tuusula

Includes� Guided tour of the house and garden

Availability� May to September

Travel Agency 	 Järvenpää Art Museum

Website� www.villakokkonenmuseum.fi

Contact� villakokkonen@jarvenpaa.fi

17 VILLA KOKKONEN – A UNIQUE ARTIST’S 
HOME DESIGNED BY ALVAR AALTO

1  

Villa Kokkonen stands out among the private homes Aalto designed: created for 
his friend, composer Joonas Kokkonen (1921–1996), it is the only home that Aalto 
tailored to the needs of a musician.  
 
The villa’s music room is a remarkable achievement—perhaps Aalto’s greatest 
triumph in acoustic design. 
 
Villa Kokkonen remains a testament to Aalto’s sensitive way of coupling architecture 
with its environment. Perched upon a forested hillside overlooking Lake Tuusula,  
it demonstrates the crucial importance of natural light in Aalto’s design practice.A
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Factory workers’ sauna designed 
by Alvar and Aino Aalto.

18 RIVERSIDE  
SAUNA

At Riverside Sauna, also known as Jokisauna, you can sit on the sauna benches just 
like the paper factory workers did in the communal saunas of the 1950s. You can 
also stay overnight in the old changing rooms. Jokisauna was completed in 1946. The 
surrounding area of the old ironworks, Kauttuan Ruukki, was founded in 1689 during 
Swedish rule. The architecture of Jokisauna is an example of Aalto’s “Nature Romantic” 
period, with the upper floor made of rustic stained logs, while the downstairs is 
constructed from modern light concrete. There used to be a laundry downstairs, and 
a few remaining machines tell the story of the hard work of the women who labored 
there. Today, the laundry room functions as a Finnish design store, which also hosts 
rotating temporary art exhibitions. Upstairs, the Artek-decorated lunch and à la carte 
restaurant offers delicacies based on local recipes. The restaurant is also popular for 
meetings and parties. The terrace allows you to sit by the river and experience nature 
as Aalto might have imagined it — a wonderful place to enjoy a coffee or lunch.

SINGLE ATTRACTION | Duration� Starting from 1 hour

Distance from Helsinki� 2 hrs 40 min

Highlights� Cultural history and connection to nature

Includes� Guided tour

Optional 	 Catering services, Saunas, Accommodation, Designshop, Restaurant  
delicacies based on local recipes for example Pyhäjärvi -lake perch soup

Availability� All year round

Travel Agency� Jokisauna Oy

Website� www.kauttuanjokisauna.com/in-english

Contact� eija.helander@gmail.com

1  Riverside Sauna Restaurant   
2  Terrace by Eurajoki River   
3  Winter Nature at Riverside  
Sauna  4  Riverside Sauna in 
Kauttua Ironworks
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In Varkaus, you can explore a vibrant 
industrial city with a long history, 
where Alvar Aalto has left his mark.

19 VARKAUS – ALVAR AALTO’S INDUSTRIAL  
ARCHITECTURE BY LAKE SAIMAA

SINGLE ATTRACTION | Duration� 1,5 h 

Distance from Helsinki� 4 hrs

Highlights� Standard houses designed by Aalto for the Varkaus house factory

Includes� Guided tour of various Aalto locations and the Konsti’s  
Aalto exhibition at the museum center

Optional� Private guided tour for 1-4 people, traveling between  
destinations in an open-top car

Availability	 April to October

Travel Agency� Varkaus museum center Konsti

Website 	 www.varkaus.fi/en/aalto

Contact� konsti@varkaus.fi

Aalto designed a wide range of buildings and areas for Varkaus: industrial 
buildings, town plans, and standard houses, which are still home to families in 
Varkaus. The standard houses produced by the Varkaus house factory spread 
widely throughout Finland, supporting post-war reconstruction and the 
development of sensible housing. Through Aalto’s work, Varkaus offers an 
excellent example of his efforts to promote an equal and functional society.

Tour in brief:  Good housing is for everyone.” You can learn more 
about this motto of Finland’s most famous architect, Alvar Aalto, 
in Varkaus. The guided tour visits the exterior of the Männikkö 
doctor’s house, completed in 1947, continues to Savonmäki, the 
“birthplace” of prefabricated houses, and sees Alvari, one of 
the first model houses, from a distance. The tour also visits the 
Könönpelto area, where Aalto’s model houses are located – all of 
which are now private homes. During the transfers, the guide will 
talk about Aalto’s other designs in Varkaus and the city’s industrial 
history. The tour also includes a visit to the Konsti Museum Center, 
whose exhibition introduces the history of the Aaltos in Varkaus.

1  Varkaus museum center Konsti, Industrialists Exhibition  
2  Standard houses at Könönpelto area   
3 & 4  Foundry  
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Discover the intimate nuances of Alvar Aalto’s 
personalised architectural style with a tour of  
Villa Skeppet in Ekenäs, Raseborg

20 VILLA SKEPPET – AALTO’S 
PERSONAL DESIGN JOURNEY
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This journey offers a unique insight into a residence that blends Mediterranean 
warmth with Aalto’s signature Nordic touch. Explore rooms where architecture 
tells personal stories, spaces that pulsate with intimate narratives. As well as 
observing architectural excellence, explore how thoughtful design can create 
environments that echo with personal histories and deepen our appreciation 
for the transformative power of architecture.

SINGLE ATTRACTION | Duration� Starting from 1 hour

Distance from Helsinki� 1,5 hrs

Highlights� Villa Skeppet, Aalto’s design

Includes� Guided tour of the house

Travel Agency � Villa Skeppet/The Christine and  
� Göran Schildt Foundation

Website� www.villaskeppet.fi/en

Contact� info@villaskeppet.fi

VILLA SKEPPET – AALTO’S PERSONAL DESIGN JOURNEY20

Tour in brief: Experience a guided tour of Villa Skeppet, 
where Aalto’s personal touch and Mediterranean influences 
are evident. Discover the unique history of a home designed 
as a token of friendship and explore the various architectural 
solutions that Aalto developed throughout his illustrious 
career.
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Aalto Vase, designed by Alvar Aalto 1936.
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For further information,  
please contact 
 
Maija Oinonen 
Executive Director
+358 40 550 9992 

Cultural Route on Aalto’s  
Architecture and Design  
Heritage Association

route@alvaraalto.fi

visit.alvaraalto.fi/en


